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Midway Park Sewer
The latest information available is that St. Louis County would like to proceed with the sewer replacement in 2009.  It is important to note that the county could have begun this project any time without our input, and simply assessed us for the costs.  They have, however, allowed us time and assisted us in trying to obtain some funding assistance.  We were successful in getting support in both the house and senate in the 2008 bonding bill, however the project was not funded.  I have been told that no proposed projects in the bonding bill were funded.  During this time, the construction costs went up.  While we are not giving up on our attempts to obtain some additional funding, it appears that the project will proceed.  While we do not have any firm cost figures, it is apparent that it will be a rather costly project.  Very preliminary figures come to about $20,000 per household in Midway Park.  On the bright side, County Commission Peg Sweeny and other commissioners have secured $4,000 for each household to buy down, in addition to the amounts they have already agreed to pay.  If all else fails, the Public Finance Authority can finance the project using a rather complicated formula of low interest (2.28%) and no interest over a period of up to 40 years to make it affordable.  We have contacted Senator Klobuchar’s office and received information on other sources of grants and we’ve spoken with the Army Corps of Engineers on a 569 grant.  Many sources that we have spoken to indicate 

that there may be a possibility of funding part of this project through the stimulus program being discussed in the U.S. Congress.  In addition, with the slowing economy, it may be possible that bids may come in lower than expected.  A final word of caution, These figures are very preliminary, subject to change due to a number of varying circumstances, and are being published here to give those interested a “heads up” as to where we currently stand.  In the coming months there will be public hearings both in Midway and in Proctor, and likely combined hearings for both communities.  This is a complicated process and if you have specific questions, please feel free to give me a call at 628-2237.  It is my sincere hope that, over the coming months, we can qualify for some additional funding to further reduce the costs.                        

               Jim Aird

Neighbor Helping Neighbor

Pay attention to the little things.  Footprints in the snow, rearranged yard furniture and tools, suspicious cars and people, are all indications of possible criminal activity.  Entry to a home is likely to be through a rear or side window leaving the front view normal.  If you see something unusual, make a note of it.  If 

you think a crime is in progress, call 911.  Do not approach a home or attempt to apprehend those inside.  Let the proper authorities handle the problem.
